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National Commission on the 
International Year of the Child, 1979 
Washington, D.C. 
726 Jackson Place·, N. W. 
Room - 6001 
. Washington, D. C. 20506 
August 22, 1978 
The Honorable James o. Eastland 
2241 Dirksen Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
Dear Senator Eastland: 
The United Nations has designated 1979 as the International 
Year of the Child, and calls upon all nations to examine their 
policies and programs on behalf of children at the national and 
local levels. On April 13, 1978, President Carter established 
the National Commission on the International Year of the Child 
to serve as the focal point for all International Year of the 
Child activities in the United States and for all United States 
cooperation on International Year of the Child activities with 
other nations. 
During the Year, focus within the United States will be given 
to action-oriented projects that will yield both short and long 
term improvements - in the status of children in each area of this 
country. In this connection, -it woul'd be very helpful to th-e 
National- Commission -to have your suggestions and advice in 
identifying the major - issues,.and priorities concerning children 
especially within your St-ate/ district. 
The opportunity to c~lebrate the achievements of children and to 
improve those factors in their -lives that contrib:ute t~ their 
physical and mental . well-being is an exciting challenge. We 
are very hopeful that with all of us working together, 1979 will 
be a year in which we will see positiv~ changes whtch will have · 
a lasting impact on the lives of children. 
----~--~------~---~------------------------------~----~----------------~-------------------
American School Counselor : Association 
American School Health Association 
. American Theater AS30ciation I , 
American Vocational Association, Inc. 
Archdiocese of the Syrian Orthodox 
Church in the U.S. and Canada 
A~sociation for Childhood Education 
International 
Association for Children with 
Learning Disabilities 
Association of Junior League~, Inc. 
ASBociation of State and Territorial 
Maternal and Child Health and 
Crippled Children's Directors 
Baptist World Alliance 
Big Brothers and Big Sisters of 
America · 
Birthright, Inc. 
Boy~ Clubs of America 
Bread for the World 
Campfire Girls, Inc. 
CAllE 
Carnegie Council on Children 
Catholic ~elief Services 
Center for Peace and Conflict 
Studies 
"Check-Up" for Emotional Health 
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Child Welfare League of America, Inc. 
Children's Book Council 
Children's Bureau-National Center 
for Child Advocacy 
Children's Defense Fund 
Children's Foundation 
Christian Children's Fund 
Children's Theatre 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
Christian Life Commission of the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
Church Women United 
Church World Service 
Coalition for Children and Youth 
Commission on Christian Literature for 
Women and Child.ren in Mission Fields 
Concerns of Children (division-Odyssey 
Institute) 
Council for American Private 
Education 
. Council of Chief State School 
Officers 
Council for Exceptional Children 
Council on keligion and International 
Affairs 
CllOP 
Day Care and Child Development 
Council of America 
•• • • " . .. .. .. ... , .. ..... . . _ , . < . . . . . . . .... . . .. ..... .. ... ... ~ . -,- • • • ~ - - . ... 
po 
Department of Health, Education, and 
Welfare - United States Office of 
Education 
Diocese of the Armenian Church 
of America 
Education Commission of the States 
English Speaking Union 
EVAN-G (End Violence Against the 
Next Generation) 
Family Service Asso~iation 
Farm and Garden Association 
Federally Employed Women 
Foster Parent's Plan 
Friends United Meeting 
Future Homemakers of America 
General Federation of Women's Club 
Girl Scouts of the U.S.A. 
Green Circle Program, Inc. 
Grolier Educational Corporation 
Hadassah 
Harry S. Truman Children Neurological 
Center 
Helen Keller International 
Incorporated 
Holt International Children's 
. Society 
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International Association of 
Chiefs of Police 
International Committee Against 
Mental Il·lness 
International Cultural Centers for 
Youth 
International Federation of Anti-
L~prosy Associations 
International Human Assistance 
. Corporation 
International Reading Association 
Internation.al School Psychology 
Committee 
International. S:ociety for Education 
throughlArt 
Institute for Family Development 
,>If" 
La Leche League 
Leadership Conference of National 
Jewish Women's Organizations 
t 
Leadership Conference of Women 
Religious 
League of Women Voters of the 
United St,ate.s 
Lutheran Church in America 
Lutheran Church Women 
. 
Maternity Center Association 
Muscular Dystrophy Association, Inc. 
Music Educators National Conference 
National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People 
National Association of Children's 
Hospitals and Related Institutions 
National Association for Education 
of Young Children 
National Association of Elementary 
School Principals 
National Association of Negro 
Business and Professional 
Women's Clubs 
National Association of Secondary 
School Principals 
National Barristers' Wives, Inc. 
National Center for the Study of 
Corporal Punishment and 
Alternatives in the Schools 
National Committee for Citizens 
in Education 
National Committee for Prevention 
of Child Abuse 
National Conference of Catholic 
Charities 
National Congress of Parents and 
Teachers 
National Consortium for Child 
Mental Health Services 
National Center on Child Abuse 
and Neglect 
National Council for Children and 
Television 
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National Council of Catholic 'vornen 
National Council of Churches 
National Council on Crime and 
Delinquency 
National Council of .Jewish Women 
National Council of Juvenile Court 
Judges . 
National Council for the Social 
Studies 
National Co,uncil of Women of U. S. 
• 
National Council of State Communities, 
Children and Youth 
National Council Boy Scouts of 
America 
National Education Association 
National Extension Homemakers Council 
National Federation of Temple Sister-
hoods 
National Foundation - March of Dimes 
National 4-H Council 
National Indian Education 
Association 
National Institute of Child Health 
and Hu,man. Development 
National Organization for Non-Parents 
National Reves Syndrome Foundation 
National Right to Life Commission, 
Inc. 
National Safety Council 
National Safety Town Center 
National School Boards Association 
National Science Teachers 
Association 
National Society for Prevention of 
Blindness 
National Society of the Volunteers 
of America 
National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Bahais of the U.S. 
• 
National Women's Political Caucus 
New Future Foundation 
North American Baptist Alliance 
North American Branch of International 
Movement for Fraternal Universe 
Among Races and Peoples 
Odyssey Institution 
Overseas Development Council 
Overseas Education Fund of League 
of Women Voters 
Parents Anonymous 
Parent Cooperative Preschools 
International 
Parents Without Partners 
Pearl S. Buck Foundation 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of 
Friends 
' t ' • 
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Planned Parenthood Federation .of 
.. America; Inc. 
Plantery Citizens 
Play School Association 
PWB Moravian Church 
Reformed Church in America 
kehabilitation International 
Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints 
Saint Jude Children's Researcl1 
Hospital 
Salvation Army 
Save the Children 
Social and Educational Association 
for Seafarers 
Society for the Propagation 
of the Faith 
Society for Public Health Education. 
Society for Research and Child 
Development 
Soroptimist International of the 
Americas 
The Farm 
The Girls' Clubs of America 
The Holy Childhood Association 
The Women's National Farm and 
Garden Association 
, . 
United Church Board for Homeland 
Ministries 
United Church of Christ 
UNA/USA 
United Methodist Church 
lvornen's Division 
Board of Church and Society 
Board of Discipleship 
Board of Global Ministries 
Services in Children's Ministries 
United Presbyterian. Church 
United Presbyterian Women 
U. S. Coalition for Life 
U. S. Commission for UNESCO 
U. S. Commission for OMEP 
(World Organization for Early 
Childhood Education) 
United Way of America 
l-lomen t s Equity Action League 
Women for Racial and Economic 
Equality 
Women's International League for 
Peace and Freedom 
Women's League for Conservative 
Judaism 
Women's National Book Association 
Women for ~acial and Economic Equality 
Women United for the UN 
World Education 
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World Federation of Public Health 
Associations 
World Union of Progressive Judaism-
North American Board 
YMCA - ~ational Council of the Young 
Men's Christian Association of 
the United States of America 
Young Mothers Council Services 
\ 
YWCA - National Board of the Young 
Women's Christian Association of th.e 
United States of America 
-FOR I~ffiDIATE RELEASE JUNE 28, 1978 
OFFICE OF THE WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY 
1:35 P.M. EDT 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT 
UPON 
ANNOUNCING U. S. PARTICIPATION IN THE 
INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF THE CHILD, 1979 
THE ROSE GARDEN 
THE PRESIDENT: Please be seated. 
# ' 
This afternoon, as far as the United States of America is concerned, 
we are beginning to emphasize and hopefully even to dramatize our own commi tment 
to making the International Year of the Child a success. 
In December of 1976, the United Nations passed a resolution setting 
aside a special period for a worldwide assessment of the problems, the needs , t he 
opportunities of children. There are 1-1/2 billion children in the world~ 
Although our material needs to make our lives certainly more pleasant and 
more prosperous than most, even in the United States we have serious problems 
among our children. 
We had, last year, a million children whose rights were abused, who 
suffered physical abuse from their parents. And I don't think there is adequate 
understanding yet in our societal structure of this devastating demonstrat i on 
of carelessness or cruelty, quite often perpetrated against a young pe~son 
who has very little voice to express pain or suffering or displeasure. 
In our rich country, we have 10 million children who have never had 
any medical care at all, and about half the children in this country have never 
seen a dentist. 
, 
I believe that most Americans are unaware of these few statistics. I 
would hope that next year, as the world focuses its attention ' upon children, that 
all of us could become much more knowledgeable about the ' need, lUuch, more 
willing to assume responsibility' for" correcting and meeting those needs and 
that we might in a positive way assess the unique opportunity to broaden ' the , 
horizon of growth and enjoyment and the productivity of ' our children's lives, 
both now and in the future. 
I have asked Jean Young, Mrs. Andrew Young, to be the Chairman of ' the 
American Committee for the International Year of the Child. She is in a special 
place associated intimately with the families of representatives of almost every 
nation on earth. She is mother herself. Her husband and she have been involved 
in the correction of a very serious deprivation of rights because of racial 
discrimination. And I think she has both the knowledge, the influence, the 
-
prestige, the courage, and the commitment to lead our own effort here in the 
United States well and effect ivelYe 
I will be working closely with this group and hope to add the 
prestige and the influence of the Presidency itself to making this a successful 
effort. 
We will be eager to hel p others, children in nations not quite so 
blessed with the material benefits of life in this next year~ This effort wil l 
encompass almost every aspect of humanitarian service. Working through UNICEF 
and other United Nations' agencies through the leaders of other nations, I think 
we can enhance the opportunity for better clothing, housing, food, medical car e , 
education, and the protection against suffering on the part of children in 
all nations. 
So I am very eager to be a part of it. It is a sobering prospect t o 
know that perhaps once in a lifetime we have an opportunity to focus attention 
on such a neglected group in the world's population. 
I for one, along with Jean Young, the Commission Members, and I hope 
you and all the people in our Nation, will help the United States to set an 
example of a country whose actions can be equal to the bigness of our hearts 
and whose minds will be attuned Ito the analysis of problems and the resolution 
I 
or solution of them. 
I want to thank all of you for coming here this afternoon to begin 
preparations to make 1979 a successful period in the study and enhancement of 
the lives of children everywhere. 
Thank you very much. (Applause) 
MRS. YOUNG: Mr. President, distinguished guests and visitors: 
We are gathered here representing many facets of America. Our common bond is 
our love and concern for children. During International Year of the Child, we 
want to affirm children. The needs that you have so vividly portrayed are 
diverse and intense within the world arena. Within our own Na'tion, the needs are 
complex and difficult. But if we affirm children, we are on the road to 
affecting change. 
Children are resilient, tenacious, and adaptable. Many survive in the 
most deplorable conditions. TheY '/are also vulnerable, defenseless and powerless. 
With a little help from us, they can develop into beautiful, loving, confident, 
contributing human beings they were meant to be. 
Mr. President, the commitment and sensitivity that you have expressed 
can help this to happen along, of course, with the cooperation of all the 
concerned organizations, the governmental agencies and the dedicated private 
citizens throughout this Nation. 
Certainly, if we mustered the mighty forces of this great Nation 
to protect the tiny snail darter, certainly our court systems can protect Our 
most valuable natural resource, our children. As the entire world is focusing 
on children, we calIon all the voices of concern in every community throuought 
this Nation to examine itself, determine the needs of its children, and seek 
remedies through all resources available -- whether private, corporate or 
governmental. 
As we affirm children, enjoy them, listen to voices of concern, seek 
. solutions, we must not forget the most important voice of all, the voice of 
our children themselves. 
Regina and Scott, please come forward and share with us a couple of 
the thousands of letters expressing the concerns of the children of this country. 
Mr. President, would you come forward? 
SCOTT HISELL: "Dear Sir, I am just saying one thing. I wish that 
all the children in the whole world would have a good parent and a nice home 
and have peace. Sincerely yours, Chucky D. Perry" (Applause) 
REGINA HIGGINS: "Dear Sir, our class is talking a lot about the 
world and peace. We want to know how to get it. Your friend, Roxanna Floris." 
(Applause) 
MRS. YOUNG: Thank you very much. 
THE PRESIDENT : 
do it just -- (Inaudible) 
in a very worthy concern. 
I want all of you to go to work, too. We canrt 
We are all in the same boat. We are all partners 
(Inaudible) 
Senator Sparkman just came in. I wanted to recognize him. Senator, 
would you stand up? Virginia, -- thank you very much, and Congresswoman 
Virginia Smith -- we are very eager and pleased to have the Members of Congress 
participate thoroughly because there could not possibly be a more representative 
group. Their voices can be heard almost immediately over the country collectively 
and they can also give us feedback from the children around the Nation. We 
are not just teachers but we are also students. 
Both these letters, I notice, express the children's hope for peace, 
which is obviously the prime hope of all of us. 
Thank you very much. (Applause) 
, 
END (AT 1:43 P.M. EDT) 
• t . 
SENATE FOREIGN RELATIONS COfl»'1ITTEE: 
INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF THE CHILDJ " 1979 
u.s. ti4TloNAL CortMIssION 
AUGUST 8J 1978 
STATEMENT BY: 
f'lR. CHESTER E. r~ORR IS 
DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE OF DEVELOPMENT AND HUMANITARIAN PROGRAMS 
BUREAU OF INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION Ar=FAI~RS 
, 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
.. 
J 
, 
rlR . CHJ\ I Rr~AN : 
I AM MOST APPRECIATIVE FOR THI S OPPORTUN1TY TO APPEJ\R 
. 
BEFORE YOU AS THE SENATE FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
BEGINS DELIBERATIONS ON S. 3161~ A BILL AUTHORIZING A 
UNITED STATES ~JAT-IOr.JAL COr"r~lISSION ON THE INTERf'!J\TIONAL 
" 
.. . ... 
YEAR OF THEhCHILD~ 1979. I WOULD ·LIKE TO SHARE WITH 
YOU tHE ADMINISTRATION'S VIEWS ON THE UNITED STATES' 
- . . ... -. ' . .. .. 
. PARTICIPATION IN THE YEAR. 
THERE ARE IJ510 J OOO J OOO CHILDREN IN THE WORLD TODAY J 
MORE THAN 50 J OOO J OOO OF THEM AMERICAN tHILDREN. A GREAT 
' j 
f1AJORI TY OF THESE CH I LDREN WILL EXPER I ENCE HUNGER" DI SEASE . ., 
AND POVERTY AS A WAY OF LIFE. MANY OTHERS IN INDUSTRIALIZED 
COUNTRIES WILL ENCOUNTER SERIOUS PROBLEMS SUCH AS CHILD 
ABUSE J EMOTIONAL NEGLECT.I DRUG ADDICTION J POOR NUTRITION J 
PRETEEN PREGNANCIES J ENVIRONMENTAL POLLUTION J AND LACK OF , 
ADEQUATE NATIONAL POLICIES. 
THE UNITED tlATIONS WAS SEEN AS THE ORGANIZATION TO BEST' 
. ALERT THE y/ORLD TO THE NEEDS OF CH I LDREN • CONSEQUE~lTL Y.I 
IN DECEMBER 1976.1 THE ' U.N. GENERAL ASSEMBLY PASSED A RESOLU-
TION INVITING ALL COUNTRIES DURING 1979 TO nMOBILIZE SUPPORT 
FOR NATIONAL AND LOCAL ACTION PROGRAMS ACCORDING TO EACH 
COUNTRY'S CONDITIONS J NEEDS AND PRIORITIES." As EXPRESSED 
Page 2 
Enclosed for your information is some background information 
on the Commission. Should you desire further information on 
the National Commission on the International Year of the Child 
and the United States participation in the International Year 
of the Child, please contact me at 202:456-6672 . 
Enclosures 
, 
Sincerely, 
~4~ltf4.~~ 
./ 
Barbara P. Pomeroy 
Executive Director 
• 
• 
. 
• 
BY THE SECRFTARY GEt~ERAL.1 THERE I S A MANDATE 'FOR EACH 
COUNTRY TO LOOI< AT ITS Qlili CHILDREN., EXArY1I~~E IT o~"r~ r~EEDS· 
AND CONSTRUCT I TS Ql~N. SOLUTI O~JS AND COi'!TR IBUT IONS , THERE 
" -. 
WILL BE NO INTERNATIONAL CONFERENC~NOR ~WILL THERE BE A 
WORLD PLAN OF ACTION. 
To DATEJ 1411 COUNTRIES HAVE ACCEPTED TI,E Ir~VITATION AND 
HAVE COrv1tylITTED THEtvlSELVES TO THE GOALS OF THE INTER~:ATIOr!l\L 
. 
YEAR OF THE CHILD. 
. . . 
MR, CHAIRMAN., IN THE UNITED STATES~ · SECRETARIES 'VANCE AND 
. . " .. 
CALIFANO SET UP A COMMITTEE TO ASSIST IN ESTABLISHING A 
. " " 
') 
L 
NAT"IONAL COMMISSION FOR THE U.S. OBSERVANCE OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
. . . . . . . . . . 
YEAR. ON APRIL 14J 1978; THE PRESIDENT ESTABLISHED BY 
. . . .. . 
EXECUTIVE ORDER A NATIONAL COMMISSION TO BE COMPOSED OF 
.' 
. .. . ... . 
FOUR MEMBERS OF CONGRESS AND 25 PRIVATE CITIZENS. ON MAY 4; 
. .. .. . ." 
HE SUBMITTED PROPOSED LEGISLATION TO THE CONGRESS AUTHORIZiNG 
. .. .. . .. . 
THIS NATIONAL COMMISSION ,THROUGH APRI~1980, THE PRESIDENT 
... .. - .. . .. 
FORMALLY ANNOUNCED IJNITED STATES' PARTICIPATION IN THE YEAR OF 
.. 
THE CHILD ON JUNE 28 J 1978J AND NAMED THE MEMBERS OF THE 
. . .. . .. . .. - . 
COMMISSION, ON THAT OCCASION HE .STATED: 
• 
• 
.. , 
/' 
3 
. 
THIS AFTERNOON J AS FAR AS THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
IS CONCERNED J WE ARE BEGINNING TO EMPHASIZE AND HOPE-
FULLY EVEN TO DRAr~·1ATIZE OUR O\'IN COrlr"iITr1ENT TO f1!\Klr~G 
. I 
THE I NTER~JAT I ONAl YEAR OF THE CHoI LD A SUCCESS. 
I WILL BE WORKING CLOSELY WITH THIS GROUP AND HOPE TO 
ADD THE PRESTIGE AND THE INFLUENCE OF THE PRESIDENCY 
ITSELF TO MAKING THIS A SUCCESSFUL EFFORT. 
So I AM VERY EAGER TO BE A PART OF IT, IT IS A SOBERING 
PROSPECT TO KNOW THAT PERHAPS ONCE IN A LIFETIME WE HAVE 
AN OPPORTUNITY TO FOCUS ATTENTION ON SUCH A NEGLECTED 
GROUP IN THE 'tIORLD IS POPULAT.I O~l. 
I FOR· ONE J AND I HOPE YOU AND ALL THE PEOPLE IN OUR NATION J 
WILL HELP THE UNITED STATES TO SET AN EXAMPLE OF A 
COUNTRY WHOSE ACTIONS CAN BE EQUAL TO THE BIGNESS OF OUR 
HEARTS AND WHOSE ~INDS WILL BE ATTUNED TO THE ANALYSIS 
OF PROBLEMS AND THE RESOLUTION OR SOLUTION OF THEMt~ 
• 
f1R. CHAIRMAN J LET ME EMPHASIZE THAT THE UNITED STATES' PARTICIPA-
TION IN THE YEAR OF THE CHILD IS NOT JUST AN ENDEAVOR OF THE 
.. 
~EDERAL GOVERNMENT ALONE. OVER 200 NATI9NAL VOLUNTARY LABORJ 
INDUSTRIAL J CIVIC) PROFESSIONAL AND LOCAL GROUPS WITHIN THE 
UNITED STATES HAVE ENDORSED THE Ir\JTERNATIONAL YEAR OF Tl"iE Cf11.LD 
AND HAVE . REQUESTED TO WORK WITH THE U.S, r\~ATIONl\L CO~'lr~ISSIOi\! 
DURING THE YEAR. THIS INCLUDES SUCH GROUPS AS THE 'BOY AND GIRL· 
SCOUTS OF'AMERICA~ THE AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION J THE AFL-CIO~ 
THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS) THE NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION~ 
AND MANY CHURCH GROUPS. ( I HAVE BROUGHT COPIES OF THE LIST OF 
THESE GROUPS FOR SUBMISSION TO THE COMMITTEE IF YOU \~IOU" lD LIKE., 
r·lR. CHA I RMA~J • ) 
FOR MANY YEARS THESE ORGA~JIZATIONS HAVE \~ORKED DILIGENTLY" TO 
IMPROVE THE LIVES OF CHI LDREN • To THEM.I THE flAT IONAl COf\1.t"l I SS I O~l 
IS A FOCAL POINT TO VOICE THEIR CONCERN AND TO STRENGTHEN THEIR 
CAPACITY TO ASSIST FAMILIE'S AND €HILDREN THROUGHOUT THE. NATION, 
As A NATIONAL COMMISSION WE HAVE A UNIQUE PERSPECTIVE WHICH 
EVOLVES BECAUSE OF THE DIVERSITY WITHIN THE COMMISSION ITSELF J 
BECAUSE THE COMMISSION IS NOT SEEKING TO BECOME A PERMANENT 
AGENCY AND BECAUSE THE COMMISSION IS CONCERNED ABOUT THE TOT~L 
CHILD IN THE TOTAL ENVIRONMENT. THUS.I IT IS ABLE TO COORDINATE 
AND PROVIDE A FOCAL POINT FOR THE MANY CONCERNS OF THE AMERICAN 
PEOPLE. 
-• 
. 
. 
INASMUCH AS THE COMMISSION IS NOT A PERMANENT ORGANIZATION 
AND vlILL CEASE TO EXIST AFTER THE INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF THE 
CHILD HAS ENDED~ IT IS OUR GOAL TO LEAVE AS A LEGACY AN 
~ 
INCREASED AND CONTINUING SENSITIVITY TO BOTH THE 'NEEDS AND 
5 
POTENTIAL OF OUR CHILDREN. THE DESIGNATION OF A NATIONAL 
COMMISSION TO FOCUS ON CHILDREN ALONE~ OBSERVING THEM IN THEIR 
OWN COMr~UNITY.l FAMILY~AND SOCIAL ENVIRONMENTS., IS UNPRECEDE~fTED. 
THE EXISTENCE OF SUCH A GROUP REPRESENTS THE UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY 
j 
TO RAISE PUB"LIe AWARENESS OF THIS MOST PRECIOUS AMERICAN 
RESOURCE. 
IT IS THE COMMISSION'S MANDATE TO IDENTIFY CHILDREN'S 
EXISTING PROBLEMS AND CELEBRATE THEIR MANY CONTRIBUTIONS. 
, 
MR. CHAIRMAN) THIS COMMISSION WILL THEN TAKE ITS FINDINGS~ 
IDENTIFY THE MOST CRUCIAL NEEDS AND RECOMMEND THE MOST 
, 
EFFECTIVE WAY THIS COUNTRY CAN SOLVE THESE PROBLEMS 1 •• WHETHER 
IT BE THROUGH RECOMMENDED LEGISLATION~ FEDERAL REGULATIONS~ OR 
ACTION PROGRAMS TO BE UNDERTAKEN BY GOVERNMENT AT ALL LEVELS 
AND THE AMERICAN PUBLIC. ' 
THE CREATION OF THE COMMISSION PROVIDES AN EXCELLENT 
OPPORTUNITY FOR THE UNITED STATES TO SHARE IN AND BENEFIT 
FROM THE VAST POOL OF INFORMATION THAT WILL BE COLLECTED 
THROUGHOUT THE YEAR BY THE NATIONAL COMMISSIONS OF OTHER 
COUNTRIES. WE CAN LEARN FROM THE EXPERIENCE OF OTHER 
NATIONS. AND THEY CAN LEARN FROM US J ALL FOR THE WELL-BEING 
. .. ' ~ 
• 
. 
. 
. 
OF CHILDREN. IT IS THROUGH THIS TYPE OF INTERNATIONAL 
COOPERATION THAT ALL MANKIND EVENTUALLY BENEFITS. 
6 
MR. CHAIRMAN J THE UNITED STATES IS A LEADER AMONG NATIONS. 
WE FEEL THAT THE CREATION OF THE COMMISSION WILL HELP TO 
MAINTAIN THAT LEADERSHIP. WHERE I~4 OTHER COUNTRIES 
PARTICIPATE IN SUCH A WORTHY CAUSE J THE UNITED STATES SHOULD 
NOT BE FOUND 1 LACKING. 
THANK YOU VERY MUCH J MR. CHAIRMAN) FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO 
REPRESENT T~iE ADMINISTRATION IN SPEAKING TO THIS DISTINGUISHED 
COMMITTEE THIS MORNING. 
, 
J ~ ~ ~ 
National Commission on the 
International Year of the Child, 1979 
'Washington, D.C. 
August 14, 1978 
PEOPLE WANT TO KNOW . . . 
Q. ' What is the International Year of the Child? 
A. During 1979, all nations have been requested to give a renewed focus 
to their own children's needs. The approach of this "International 
Year of the Child" will be unique to international observances: 
each participating country will devote its efforts to promote those 
non-governmen'tal and governmental proj ects and events that produce 
major, lasting benefits to children within its own country. There 
will be no international conference. There will be no world plan 
of action. Each participating nation will look to its own children, 
examine its own needs, and construct its own solutions and contributions. 
• • • • • • • • • • 
Q. How will the United States participate in the International Year of 
the Child? r 
A. President Carter has established a United States :' 'National Commission 
to hear the views of citizens concerning the needs of children in 
the United States, examine the problems of children, and to actively 
work with local, state, and national organizations and government 
to begin effective resolution to those problems. 
To date, over 200 national organizations have endorsed the Inter-
national Year of the Child and have begun to work with the National 
Commission to insure wide participation by American citizens in 
the Year of the Child. 
Additionally, the Commission will be reviewing all Federal policies 
and programs that affect ch~ldren and will encourage special projects 
during 1979. 
The Commission also will work with the nation's governors and mayors 
to bring the concern of localities and states to national attention. 
• • • • • • • • • • Q. What specific activities and projects will the Commission undertake? 
A. Plans underway at this time include an immunization campaign, expanded 
research into children's diseases, programs to aid stigmatized, 
gifted, and handicapped children, and several public information 
campaigns. Additionally, in one of the projects that the Commission 
has begun to coordinate, the Chamber of Commerce, along with other 
adult civic groups, has indicated an interest in assisting young 
people and children in looking at recreation and education facilities 
in their communities and presenting the findings to their community 
leaders. 
Q. What is the composition of the National Commission? 
A. Commission members include representatives from both private life 
and the Congress. There are twenty-four private citizens appointed 
by President Carter for their unique contributions to the well-being 
of children; and Senators John Culver (D-Iowa) and Charles McC. Mathias 
(R-Md) and Congresswomen Gladys Noon Spellman (D-Md) and Virginia 
Dodd Smith (R-Neb), appointed by the President of the Senate and the 
Speaker of the House. 
• • • • • • • • • • 
Q. How is the National Commission funded? 
A. During FY78, when the Commission is prep~ring for the 1979 IYC 
observance, the Connnission is operating with funds donated from the 
departments of State, HEW, and Justice, as authorized under Executive 
Order 12053. For FY79 and part of FY80, the Congress has been requested 
to provide authorization funding for the National Commission. 
• • • • • • • • • • Q. How long will the Commission last? 
A. As proposed in legislation currently in Congress, the Commission will 
present its findings and recommendations in a Report to the President 
on March 31, 1980 and terminate by April 30, 1980. 
• • • • • • • • • • Q. What is the present status of the upcoming White House Conferences on 
Ch~ldren and Youth, and the White House Conference on Families? 
A. Tentatively planned for 1981, there has been no request for funds for 
the White House Conferences on Children and Youth, nor has a staff 
been appointed to prepare for these conferences. The White House 
Conference on the Family has been postponed until 1981. Both 
Conferences would be sponsored by the Department of Health, Education, 
and Welfare. 
• • • • • • • • • • 
Q. What is the relationship between the National Commission on the 
International Year of the Child and the United Nations? 
A. The United Nations has established an IYC Secretariat to provide 
information concerning the Gctivities and programs of the other IYC 
Commissions around the world. Thus the U.S. National Commission will 
exchange information concerning the events and projects within the 
United States through the services of the United Nations office. 
· . . '. . . . . . . 
Q. Are most countries planning International Year of ' th,e' Chi,ld activities? 
A. As of this date, all countries have begun plans to part'icipate in the ' 
International Year of the Child, with the exceptions of ' Albania, 
Cambodia, Comoros, Equatorial Guinea, Libyan Arab Republic, Bahamas', 
Luxembourg, Fiji, and Papua New ' Guinea. 
· . . . . . ., . . . 
"-For further information: 
of the Child, 726 Jackson 
Telephone-202: 456-6672. 
National Commission on the International Y'ear 
Place, N.W., Room 6001', Washington, D.C~ 20506, 
------------------------------------------------------
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August 2, 1978 
THE FOLLOWING COUNTRIES HAVE ESTABLISHED NATIONAL COMM[SSIONS ON THE 
INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF THE CHILD, 1979: 
AFRICA 
Benin 
Botswana 
Central African Empire 
Congo 
Egypt 
Ethiopia 
Guinea 
Liberia 
Malagasy 
Malawi 
Mali 
Mauritius 
Morocco 
Nigeria 
Sao Tome and Principe 
Seychelles 
Sierra Leone 
Somalia 
Sudan 
Tanzania 
Uganda 
Zaire 
ASIA 
Afghanistan 
Bahrain 
Bangladesh 
Bhutan 
Hong Kong 
India 
Indonesia 
Iran 
Iraq 
Israel 
Japan 
Jordan 
·Korea, Rep. of 
Lao, People's Dem. Rep. of 
Malaysia 
Mongolia 
Nepal 
Oman 
Pakistan 
Philippines 
Saudia Arabia 
Sri Lanka 
Syrian Arab Republic 
Thailand 
Yemen Ar.ab Republic 
Yemen, People's nem. Rep. of 
, 
AMERICAS 
Barbados 
Brazil 
Canada 
Chile 
Colombia 
Costa Rica 
Cuba 
Ecuador 
Grenada 
Guatemala 
Guyana 
Haiti 
Honduras 
Jamaica 
Mexico 
Panama 
Paraguay 
Peru 
Trinidad and Tobago 
United States of America 
Venezuela 
Belgium 
Denmark 
Finland 
France 
Germany, Dem. Rep. 
Germany, Fed. Rep. 
Greece 
Hungary 
Italy 
Malta 
Monaco 
Netherlands 
Norway 
Poland 
Portugal 
Romania 
Spain 
Sweden 
Turkey 
OCEANIA 
Australia 
New Zealand 
Samoa 
THE FOLLOWING COUNTRIES HAVE ESTABLISHED A GOVERNMENTAL FOCAL 
POINT FOR INT·ERNATIONAL YEAR OF THE CHILD ACTIVITIES: 
AFRICA 
Cameroon 
Cyprus 
Djibouti 
Gambia 
Ghana 
Ivory Coast 
Kenya 
Rwanda 
Senegal 
Togo 
Tunisia 
Upper Volta 
ASIA 
China 
Kuwait 
Maldives 
Singapore 
United Arab Emirates 
Vietnam, Socialist Rep. 
, 
AMERICAS 
Argentina 
British Virgin Islands 
Guadaloupe 
Surinam 
Uruguay 
EUROPE 
Austria 
Czechoslovakia 
Iceland 
Ireland 
Switzerland 
Union of Soviet Socialist Rep. 
United Kingdom 
Yugoslavia 
... 
THE FOLLOWING COUNTRIES ARE NOW BEGINNING PREPARATIONS FOR 
PARTICIPATION IN THE INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF THE CHILD: 
AFRIGA 
Algeria 
Angola 
Burundi 
Cape Verde 
Chad 
Gabon 
Guinea Bissau 
Lesotho 
Mauritania 
Mozambique 
Niger 
South Africa 
Swaziland 
ASIA 
Burma 
Democratic Republic of Korea 
Lebanon 
Quatar 
, 
AMERICAS 
Bolivia 
Dominican Republic 
El Salvador 
Nicaragua 
.. 
National Commission on the 
International Year of the Child, 1979 
Washington, D.C. 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
August 11, 1978 
The U.S. National Commission for the International Year of the Child, 
1979, (IYC) was established April 14, 1978, by Executive Order 12053 
at the request of Secretary of State Vance and Secretary of HEW 
Califano, to provide a national program for the yearlong observance 
of 1979 as the International Year of the Child. The approach of IYC 
will be unique to international observances: instead of holding 
an international conference, each participating national commission 
will devote its efforts to promote those governmental and non-governmental 
programs that produce major, lasting benefits to children within its 
own country. Thus the U.S. National Commission is mandated to encourage 
and coordinate all local, State, national, and Federal projects and 
events that will benefit children within the United States. 
Specifically, the Commission will: 
o encourage families and local communities to assert and assume 
responsibility for the growth and well-being of their children. 
o promote and coordinate the activities of Federal Government 
agencies and the more than 200 national organizations 
participating in the International Year of the Child 
o initiate and publicize specific activities and programs in 
conjunction with IYC. 
o communicate directly with Governors, Mayors, presidents of 
national organization~ and corporations to organize their 
participation in IYC. 
o examine existing Federal and private projects that affect 
children to ensure that they provide current and effective 
resolution to children's problems and needs. 
To date, over 200 national non-governmental organizations have planned 
IYC activities. They will work with the National Commission to 
integrate their projects into the national program, communicate their 
ideas to other organizations and governments, and provide funding and 
manpower support. The Commission will be meeting with these groups prior 
to 1979 to organize their project and media activities. Plans underway 
at this time include an immunization campaign, expanded research into 
TO DATE NO PLANS EXIST FOR PARTICIPATION IN THE INTERNATIONAL 
YEAR OF THE CHILD IN THE FOLLOWING COUNTRIES: 
AFRICA 
Comoros 
Equatorial Guinea 
Libyan Arab Republic 
ASIA 
Cambodia 
OCEANIA 
Fiji 
Papua New Guinea 
, 
AMERICAS 
Bahamas 
EUROPE 
Albania 
Luxembourg· 
International Year ( of the Child . 
IYC 
A Year for 
the Child 
On 21 December 1976, the General 
Assembly of the United Nations passed a 
Resolution declaring 1979 the International Year 
of the Child. It was the culmination of private 
initiatives taken some three years earlier, which 
quickly won the support of many governments, 
organizations and individuals. The United 
Nations, by placing the child in the centre of 
world attention, invites the world community to 
renew and re-affirm its concern for the present 
condition and the future of its children. 
Despite increased emphasis within the 
international community on development and 
economic co-operation, there remain an 
appallingly large number of children-especially 
in the developing nations, but also in others-
who lack even the rudimentary necessities of life. 
This need not and should not be. Much that is 
practical can be done to bring these children into 
the stream of progress and enable them to 
participate fully in the development of their 
socIetIes. 
The Intern . 
be an occasion 
but by deeds, 
children is 
and that it is 
and prosperi ' 
" 
The Purpose of 
. theYear 
The International Year of the Child (IYC) 
is concerned with all children in all countries, 
especially young children. Its major aims are to: 
• encourage all countries, rich and poor, to 
review their programmes for the 
promotion of the well-being of children, 
and to mobilize support for national and 
local action programmes according to each 
country's conditions, needs and priorities; 
• heighten awareness of children's special 
needs among decision-makers and the 
public; 
• promote recognition of the vital link 
between programmes for children on the 
one hand, and economic and social 
progress on the other; 
• spur specific, practical measures-with 
achievable goals-to benefit children, in 
both the short and long term on the 
national level. 
The Year should also provide an 
opportunity to emphasize the intellectual, 
psychological and social development of 
children, in addition to their physical welfare. 
Since 1979 is the 20th anniversary of the 
Declaration of the Rights of the Child, the IYC 
is an opportunity for each country to increase its 
efforts to implement those rights. 
Special attention should be devoted to 
particularly disadvantaged children. Among the 
most vulnerable groups, for example, are young 
girls where they receive unequal treatment; slum 
children; children of migrant workers; abused 
children; orphaned children; refugee children; 
children of unwed mothers; children in poor 
rural areas; children exposed to drugs and 
crime; physically and mentally handicapped 
children; and the vast category of children 
suffering from malnutrition. 
While programmes of national and local 
action remain the focal point of the Year, IYC 
should also stimulate new research on the needs 
of children and the widespread gathering and 
dissemination of research on child-related issues. 
3. 
Preparing for 
tlielYC 
Since the main thrust of the Year is to 
generate far-reaching and sustained national 
activities on behalf of children, the short 
preparatory period is of great importance. It 
is therefore desirable for each country to 
establish as soon as possible a broadly 
representative National Commission for IYC 
or some other central point for planning and 
co-ordination which would bring together 
government ministries, national organizations, 
community groups and individuals interested 
in the Year. Participating countries may wish 
to organize seminars or working groups on 
special topics in 1977 and 1978, in preparation 
for action programmes at the national level 
beginning in 1979. 
Emphasis 
on Action at 
the National 
Level 
Unlike recent Hyears", the International 
Year of the Child will not focus on a large global 
conference. Instead, the intention is to direct, 
from the very outset, the energy, expense and 
time that would have been required for such a 
conference towards the preparation and carrying 
out of national action programmes benefiting 
children in each country. 
There will, of course, be important 
discussions at the international level, including, 
it is hoped, at the United Nations General 
Assembly in 1978, as well as during the Year 
itself. Some discussions may also take place in 
United Nations regional meetings. 
4. 
IYC Secretariat 
UNICEF has been designated as the Hlead 
agency" of the United Nations system 
responsible for co-ordinating the activities of 
the Year. In the near future, a special 
representative will be appointed, in consultation 
with the Secretary-General, to give leadership 
to IYC activities. He or she will be supported 
by a small international Secretariat. 
This Secretariat will encourage national 
activities responsive to the General Assembly 
Resolution. To this end,it will work with 
Governments and National Commissions for 
the Year, providing informational materials and 
other forms of assistance. In doing this, it will 
draw upon the support of the concerned 
organizat· . ited Nations system and 
that / . izations and 
n.;j"L ;',,-·b:or,o .. n ational) 
Objectives and 
Hopes of the lye 
The main objective of the Year-to 
encourage raising significantly the level of 
services benefiting children on a permanent 
basis-ultimately implies an increase in 
financial resources dedicated to this end. It is 
hoped that education and information activities 
in each country can shape public opinion and 
spur government action to increase the funds 
devoted to children's programmes-either for 
the country's domestic programmes or for 
assistance to other countries, or for both. A 
major emphasis should be placed on increasing 
both international and national support of 
services for children in developing countries, by 
encouraging voluntary participation and financial 
support by Governments and the public 
regarding child-oriented programmes 
everywhere in the world. 
~ In industrialized countries, part of the 
efforts made and of the funds raised should be 
directed toward meeting needs special to their 
children. Another part could be earmarked for 
programmes in . g nations which 
decide d to 
Basic Services 
While the general themes of IYC for both 
developing and industrialized countries are only 
now beginning to emerge, the Resolution 
declaring the Year already points to a specific 
one-that of ((basic services". Much of the 
guiding motivation of the International Year of 
the Child stems from the fact that some 350 
million children in the developing countries 
remain beyond the reach of even a minimum of 
essential services in the fields of health, nutrition 
and education. There exist rapid, practical and 
economical ways of bringing these basic services 
to the neediest children. Large regions of the 
developing world which are still underserved by 
regular government services can be reached by 
encouraging local communities to identify their 
most pressing needs and to choose from among 
themselves village-level workers who can be 
trained to deliver simple basic services in the 
fields of food and nutrition, clean water, health 
measures, responsible parenthood, basic 
education and supporting services for women. 
While, to begin with, communities need 
outside financial assistance to establish and 
extend basic serv' tl1e estimated costs are 
comp ised on 
the 
pr 
IYC-The Chat enge 
The International Year of the Child offers 
a rare opportunity to demonstrate that 
intensified public and governmental awareness 
of children's needs can lead to concrete action of 
immense and, above all, lasting benefit to 
mankind's future-its children. There is no 
sounder investment than the future of the child 
-and no greater responsibility for the adults of 
today. The great and promising potentials of the 
IYC require, deserve and depend upon the 
unreserved support of Governments, 
organizations and individuals. 
The major legacy of the I . 
Year of the Chil 
permane . 
chi 
Background 
of the IYC 
The idea of an international year of the 
child was first proposed by a representative of the 
community of Non-Governmental Organizations 
at the UNICEF Executive Board meeting in 
1974. The matter was referred to the Economic 
and Social Council, which requested the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations to 
submit to the 1976 General Assembly tea report 
on measures and modalities for ensuring the 
adequate preparation, support and financing of 
an international year of the child, to be preferably 
the year 1979". On the basis of this report, the 
Economic and Social Council recommended the 
proclamation of the Year, and on 21 December 
1976, the General Assembly passed the 
Resolution authorizing it. 
Resolution adopted 
by the General Assembly 
A/RES/31/169 
INTERNATIONAL 
YEAR OF 
THE CHILD 
The General Assembly, 
Having considered the report of the Secretary-
General on measures and modalities to ensure the 
adequate preparation, support and financing of an 
international year of the child, Economic and Social 
Council decision 178 (LXI) of 5 August 1976 on 
an international year of the child and the additional 
report of the Secretary -General pre~ared in t?e 
light of the discussions in the Econom1C and Soc1al 
Council, . 
Recognizing the fundamental importance 1n 
all countries, developing and industrialized, of pro-
grammes benefiting children not only for the well-
being of the children; but also as part of broader 
efforts to accelerate economic and social progress, 
9. 
Recalling in this connexion its resolution 
2626 (XXV) of 24 October 1970 containing the 
International Development Strategy for the Second 
United Nations Development Decade, 3201 (S-VI) 
and 3202 (S-VI) of 1 May 1974 containing the 
Declaration and the Programme of Action on the 
Establishment of a New International Economic 
Order, and 3362 (S-VII) of 16 September 1975 
on development and international economic co-
. 
operatIon, 
Deeply concerned that, in spite of all' efforts, 
far too many children, especially in developing 
countries, are undernourished, are without access 
to adequate health services, are missing the basic 
educational preparation for their future and are 
deprived of the elementary amenities of life, 
Convinced that an international year of the 
child could serve to encourage all countries to re-
view their programmes for the promotion of the 
well-being of children and to mobilize support for 
national and local action programmes according to 
each country's conditions, needs and priorities, 
Affirming that the concept of basic services 
for children is a vital component of social and 
economic development and that it should be sup-
ported and implemented by the co-operative efforts 
of the international and national communities, 
Bearing in mind that the year 1979 will be 
the twentieth anniversary of the Declaration of the 
Rights of the Child and could serve as an occasion 
to promote further its implementation, 
Aware that for an international year of the 
child to be effective, adequate preparation and the 
widespread support of Governments, non-govern-
mental organizations and the public will be 
required, 
Believing that administrative costs for the 
year should be kept to the minimum necessary, 
Taking note of the statement made by the 
Executive Director of the United Nations Chil-
dren's Fund at its 60th meeting of the Second 
Committee, 
1. Proclaims the year 1979 International 
Year of the Child; 
2. Decides that the International Year of the 
Child should ha ve the follow ing general 
objectives: 
(a ) To provide a framework for advocacy 
on behalf of children and for enhancing the aware-
ness of the special needs of children on the part of 
decision-makers and the public; 
10. 
-
(b) To promote recognition of the fact that 
programmes for children ' should be an integral 
part of economic and social development plans, 
with a view to achieving, in both the long-term 
and the short-term, sustained activities for the bene-
fit of children at the national and international 
levels; 
3. Urges Governments to expand their 
efforts at the national and community levels to 
provide lasting improvements in the well-being of 
their children, with special attention to those in 
the most vulnerable and particularly disadvantaged 
groups; 
4. Calls upon the appropriate organs and 
organizations of the United Nations system to con-
tribute to the preparation and implementation of 
the objectives of the International Year of the 
Child; 
5. Designates the United Nations Children's 
Fund as the lead agency of the United Nations sys-
tem responsible for co-ordinating the activities of 
the International Year of the Child and the Execu-
tive Director of the Fund to be responsible for its 
co-ordination; 
6. Invites non-governmental organizations 
and the public to participate actively in the Inter-
national Year of the Child and to co-ordinate their 
programmes for the Year as fully as possible, 
especially at the national level; 
7. Appeals to Governments to make con-
tributions or pledges for the International Year of 
the Child through the United Nations Children's 
Fund to ensure the adequate financing of activities 
for the preparation and carrying out of the Year; 
8. Expresses the hope that Governments, 
non-governmental organizations and the public will 
respond generously with contributions to attain 
the objectives of the International Year of the 
Child and, through the United Nations Children's 
Fund and other channels of external aid, to in-
crease substantially the resources available for serv-
ices benefiting children; 
9. Requests the Executive Director of the 
United Nations Children's Fund to report to the 
General Assembly at its thirty-second session, 
through the Economic and Social Council at its 
sixty-third session, on progress in preparing for the 
International Year of the Child, including its fi-
nancing and the level of contributions pledged. 
11. 
1 06th plenary meeting 
21 December 1976 
j 
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
CONCERNING INTERNATIONAL 
YEAR OF THE CHILD 
PLEASE CONTACT: 
lye Secretariat 
United Nations 
New York, New York 10017 
lye Secretariat (Europe) 
ILO Building 
4 Route des Morillons 
CH1211 Geneva 22, Switzerland 
I 
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children's diseases, programs to aid stigmatized, gifted~ and 
handicapped children, and several public information campaigns. 
Additionally there will be extensive media attention to the Year. 
There will be privately sponsored network interview shows, network 
specials, concerts, television telethons, articles in national 
periodicals, and local print and broadcast coverage throughout the Year. 
Commission members include representatives from both pri~ate life and the 
Congress. They are Chairperson Jean Young; twenty-three private citizens 
appointed by President Carter for their unique contribution to the well-
being of children; and Senators Charles McC. Mathias and John Culver, and 
Representatives Virginia Dodd Smith and Gladys Noon Spellman, appointed by 
the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
For further information contact the u.S. National Commission on the 
International Year of the Child, 726 Jackson Place, N. W., Room 6001 
Washington, D. C. 20506, (202) 456-6672. 
, 
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National Commission on the 
International Year of the ChHd, 1979 
Washington, D.C. 
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June 28th, Washington, D.C ..•••• The President announced the following 
persons ,~hom he 'tvil! appoint as members of the National COIDlnission on 
the International Year of the Child, 1979, _ at a Rose Garden reception 
this afternoon. They are: 
~larjorie C. Benton, of Evanston, Illinois, Chairperson, Save the 
Children Federation, U.S. alternate representative to the recent 32nd 
session of the United Nations General Assembly; 
Unita Blackwell, Mayor, Mayersville, Mississippi, first black female 
mayor in the state; 
Eddie Lee Brandon, of Aurora, Colorado, chairman of the board of 
directors of Child Opportunity Programs; 
Dr. Jose A. Cardenas, _ of San Antonio, Texas, EXecutive Director of 
the Intercultural Development Reaserch Association; 
William H. Cosby, Ed.D., the comedian and actor, active in children's 
causes; 
l-tarian l~lright Edelman, founder of the\\Fashington Research Project, Yhich 
became the Children's Defense Fund in 1973; 
Reverend Austin Ford, Director of a do\mtown community center, Emmaus 
House, in Atlanta; 
1-lrs. Orville L. Freeman, International Commissioner, National Board 
of Directors of the Girl Scouts of the U.S.A. 
Frederick C. Green, Professor of child health and development at 
George Washington University School of Medicine and Associate Director of 
Children's Hospital National Medical Center; 
Robert L. Green, Dean of the College of Urban Development at Michigan 
, 
State University; 
Carroll }t. Hutton, of Highland ~ l-tichigan, Director of the United Auto 
l~orkers Education Department; 
Bok-Lim C. Kim, of Champaign, Illinois, Associate Professor of social 
work at the University of Illinois; 
Gordon J. Klopf, of New York City, Provost and Dean of the faculties at 
Bank Street College of Education; 
Sheri!1 Koski, of Iron, Minnesota, National Youth Chairman for the March 
of Dimes and member of the Task Force for lwIaEernal and Infant Health Care 
for Minorities and the Poor; 
Reverend Eileen W. Lindner, of Alpine, New Jersey, Staff Associate for 
youth Concerns in the National Council of Churches' Division of Church and 
Society; 
Steven A. Minter, of Shaker Heights, Ohio, program officer for the 
Cleveland Foundation, handling grants in health and social services; 
t, " • 
Judith D. Moyers, of Garden City, N. Y., a member of the Board of 
Trustees of the State University of New York and a Founding Director of 
Educational Products Information Exchange Institute; 
Marie M. Oser, of Houston, Texas, Founder and Executive Director of 
Texas Child Care ' '76, Inc.; 
Lola Redford, of Provo, Utah, President of the Board of Directors 
of Consumer Action Now; 
MS. Winona Elliot Sample, of Santa Clara, California, Chief of the 
Indian Health Section for the California Department of Health; 
Nancy Spears, of Auburn, Alabama, a former kindergarten teacher and 
active in educational and community development activities in Auburn; 
Ms. Marlo Thomas,the actress, also honorary chairwoman on the Children's 
Television project of the Educational Foundation of the American Women in 
Radio and Television; 
Carol Hoff Tice, of Ann Arbor, Michigan, Project Director of Teaching-
Learning Communities for the Elementary and Secondary Education Association; 
Jean Childs Young, of Atlanta, Georgia, Chairperson of the National 
Commission on the International Year of the Child. 
On May 4th, The President of the Senate announced the following appoint-
ments to the National Commission: The Honorable John Culver (D-Ia.) and 
The Honorable Charles McC. Mathias (R-Md.) On June 27th, The Speaker of the 
House of Representatives announced the following appointments to the National 
Commission: The Honorable Virginia Dodd Smith ~-Neb.), and The Honorable 
Gladys Noon Spellman (D-Md.) 
The following persons have been invited to serve as Honorary Commissioners: 
Virginia Downes Addis, Chauncy Alexander, Jim Armstrong, Dr. Bruno Bettelheim, 
Delois Blakely, Dr. Orville G. Brim, Jr., Dr. Urie Bronfenbrenner, Mrs. Idella 
Childs, Mrs. Septima Clark, Dr. Robert Coles, Esther Coopersmith, Dr. Wilton 
S. Dillon, Professor Erik H. Erikson, Joan M. Erikson, Nikki Giovanni, 
Charles Grinker, Paul Hogan, Frances Humphrey Howard, Reverend Jesse L. Jackson, 
Kenneth Keniston, Mary Conway Kohler, Mrs. John L. Loeb, Dr. Margaret Mead, 
Jose Morales, Jr., Joseph H. Reid, Dr. Gloria D. Scott, Datus C. Smith, Jr. and 
Professor Edward Zigler. 
, 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE . APRIL 14, 1978 
Office of the White House Press Secretary 
---------------~-----~---------~-~~-~--~-~-~--~~~-----------
THE WHITE HOUSE 
---
EXECUTIVE ORDER 
NATIONAL COMMISSION ON THE INTERNATIONAL 
YEAR OF THE CHILD, 1979 
By virtue of the authority vested i n me by the 
Constitution of the United States of Ameri ca, in accordance 
with the Federal Advisory Committee Ac t (5 U.S.C. App. I) 
and the United Nations General Assembly r esolution of 
December 21, 1976 which designated the year 1979 as the 
International Year of the Child, and as President of the 
United States of America, in order to provide for the 
observance of the International Year of the Child within 
the United States, it is hereby ordered as follows: 
Section 1. Establishment of Commission. (a) There 
is hereby established the National Commission on the 
International Year of the Child, 1919, hereinafter referred 
to as the Commi ssion. 
(b) The Commission shall be composed of not more than 
25 persons appointed by the President from among citizens 
in private life . The President shall designate the Chairman 
and two Vice Cha irmen. 
(c) The President of the Senate and the Speaker of 
the Hous e of Representatives are invited to designate two 
Membe rs of each House to serve on the Commission. 
Sec. 2. Functions of -the Commission. (a) The 
Commission shall plan for and promote the national observance 
in the United States of the year 1979 as the International 
Year of the Child. The Commission shall coordinate its 
efforts with local, State, national, and international 
organizations, including the United Nations Children's Fund 
(UNICEr' ) . 
(b ) In pr omoting this observance, the Commission shall 
foster within the United States a better understanding of 
the special needs of children. In particular, the Commission 
shall give spec i a l attention to the health, education, social 
environment, physical and emotional development, and legal 
rights and needs of children that are unique to them as 
children. 
(c) The Commission shall keep informed of activities 
by organizations and groups in the United states and abroad 
in observance of the Year. The Commission shall consult 
with, and stimulate activities and programs through, community, 
civic, State, regional, national Federal and international 
organizations. 
. . 
(d) The Commission may conduct studies, inquiries, 
hearings and meetlngs ' a~) it deems necessary. It may assemble 
and disseminate information, issue reports and other publica-
tions. It may also coordinate, sponsor, or oversee projects, 
studies, events and other activities that it deems necessary 
or desirable for the observance of 1979 as the International 
Year of the Child. 
more 
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(e) The Commission shall make recommendations to the 
President on national policies for impro~ingthe well-being 
of children; shall issue periodic reports on discrete areas 
of the rights and needs of children; ' and shall submit, no 
later than November 30, 1978, an interim report to the 
President on its work and tentative recommendations. 
Sec. 3. Resources, Assistance, and Cooperation . 
(a) The Commission may establish subcommittees. Private 
citizens who are not members of the Commission may be included 
as members of subcommittees. 
(b) The Commission may request any Executive agency 
to furnish such information, advice, services, and funds 
as may be useful for the fulfillment of the Commission's 
functions under this order. Each such agency is authorized, 
to the extent permitted by law and within the limits of 
avai,lable funds, to furnish such information, advice, services, 
and funds to the Commission upon reques t of the Chairman 
of the Commission. 
(c) The Commission is author ized to appoint and fix 
the compensation of a staff and such other persons as may 
be necessar y to enable it to carry out its functions . The 
Commission may obtain services in accordance with the pro-
visions of Section 3109 of Title 5 of the United States 
Code, to the extent funds are available therfor. 
(d) Each member of the Commission and its subcommittees 
may receive, to the extent permitted by law, compensation 
for each day he or she is engaged officially in meetings 
of the Commission or its subcommittees at a rate not to 
exceed the daily rate now or hereafter prescribed by law 
for GS-15 of the General Schedule; and, may also receive 
travel expenses, including per diem in lieu of subsistence , 
as authorized by law (5 U.S.C. 5702 and 5703) for persons 
in the government service employed intermittently. 
Sec. 4. Coordination. (a) The heads of Executive 
agencies shall designate an agency representative for pur-
poses of coordinating agency support for the national 
observance of the International Year of the Child, 1979. 
The Co-Chairmen, designated by the Secretaries of State 
and Health, Education, and Welfare, of the Interagency 
Committee for the International Year of the Child should 
act as advisers to, and coordinate activities with, the 
Chairman of the Commission. 
(b) The General Services Administration shall provide 
administrative services, facilities, and support to the 
Commission on a reimburseable basis. 
(c) The functions of the President under the Federal 
Advisory Committee Act (5 U.S.C. App. I), except that of 
reporting annually to the Congress, which are applicable 
to the Commission, shall be performed by the Administrator 
of General Services as provided by Executive ' Order No. 12024 
of December 1, 1977. 
Sec. 5. Final Report and Termination. The Commission 
shall conclude its work and submit a final report to the 
President, including its recommendations for improving the 
well-being of c~ildren, at lea~! 30 days prior to its 
termination. The Commission shall terminate on April 1, 
1979. 
THE WHITE HOUSE, 
April 14, 1978. 
II 
JIMMY CARTER 
/I II II II 
po 
The following organizations have endorsed the Internatio:lal Year of the Child 
and have requested to work with the United States !~ational C02!~issio~ on t11e 
International Year of the Child:* 
Action for Child T.V. 
Afro Arts Culture Center, Inc. 
AFL-CIO 
.l\.frican ~1ethodist Episcopalian Church 
Alan Guttmacher Institute 
Alexander Graham Bell Association 
for the Deaf, Inc. 
Alpba Kappa Alpha Sorority 
Altrusa International, I n c. 
American Academy of Child Psychiatry 
American Academy of Pediatrics 
American Association for Maternal 
and Child, loc o 
American Association of University 
Wome n 
Amer i can Baptist Women 
~~erican Bar Association 
American College of Nurse-Midwives 
American College of Obstetricians 
and Gynecologists 
*As of July 27, 1978 
American Council of Voluntary Agencies 
for F6reign Service, Inc. 
." 
American F.readorn from. l!unger Fund 
America n Friends Ser\rice COir..:nittee 
Amer ican Heart Association 
American Humane /\.ssociat ion 
American Leprosy }Iissions) Inc. 
American Lung Associatiol1. 
American Lutheran Church 
American }-ledical Association 
. 
American Montessori Society 
American Nurses Association 
American Optometri~ Association 
American Orthopsychiatric 
Association» Inc. 
American Parents Committee, Inc. 
American Personnel and Guidance 
Association 
American Psychological Association 
·American Public Welfare Association 
